
 

 

No Neonicotinoids on  

DNR managed land 

The Wisconsin DNR will no longer allow 

neonicotinoid insecticides, including 

neonic treated seed, on DNR farmland.  

Effective January 2021, neonicotinoids 

are prohibited in new farming 

agreements. 

Cooperators that have farming 

agreements within the high potential 

range (HPR) of Karner blue butterfly or 

high potential zone (HPZ) of rusty patch 

bumble must stop using neonicotinoid 

pesticides and treated seeds immediately 

to prevent unauthorized take of these 

federally endangered species. 

Cooperators with agreements signed prior 

to 2021 not in HPR/HPZ may continue to 

use these insecticides or treated seeds 

until the agreement expiration. We 

encourage you to source non-neonicotinoid 

treated seeds. Ask your local cooperative 

to help you avoid neonicotinoid pesticides. 

Contact DNR staff if you need help 

sourcing seed. 

Neonicotinoid insecticides 

Acetamiprid – CAS# 135410-20-7 

Clothianidin – CAS# 210880-95-5 

Dinotefuran – CAS# 165252-70-0 

Imidacloprid – CAS# 138261-41-3 

Thiamethoxam – CAS# 153719-23-4 
 

 What are Neonicotinoids? 

Neonicotinoids (neonics) are a class of 

insecticides that kill through the nicotine 

receptor of insect nervous systems. 

Neonics are applied via foliar sprays, soil 

drenches, injections or added to seed 

coats. 

Why prohibit at DNR? 

Neonics are broad spectrum insecticides 

that kill pollinators and other insects. 

Other state and federal agencies have 

prohibited their use on public lands. 
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   Pesticide Use 

All pesticide treatments must be reported 

to the property manager by December 1st 

of each year of a farming agreement. No 

pesticides listed as Prohibited on the 

FSC® highly hazardous pesticides list 

can be used. Atrazine cannot be used 

even though it is on the Restricted list. 

See https://fsc.org/en/document-

centre/documents/retrieve/7e9195d8-c6f7-

4a2c-8495-a5464e693a0f for a list of the 

FSC highly hazardous pesticides, 

including those classified as Prohibited.  

Fill out the External Pesticide Use 

Report provided by the property manager 

as a part of your farming agreement 

documentation. Include a map of the 

treatment area and a copy of the label 

and safety data sheet. 

 

 

  

Non-neonic treated seed 

Corn, soybean, alfalfa, and sunflower 

seeds are often treated with 

neonicotinoids. Small grains are typically 

not treated but check the label before 

purchasing. Reach out to your seed 

supplier early (August through 

November) so that you can source seed 

that does not contain neonicotinoids. 

GMO seed, Roundup® ready seed, seeds 

treated with fungicides and seeds treated 

with Bacillus spp. are allowed on DNR 

managed land. 

Seed labels 

After a DNR farming agreement is 

signed, the cooperator will need to provide 

a copy (e.g., photograph or scan) of the 

seed label prior to planting. This is 

required each year of the farming 

agreement. See above picture for an 

example of a seed label. 

Integrated Pest 

Management (IPM) 

IPM is a decision making process that 

helps reduce the risk from pests and 

minimizes economic, health and 

environmental risks. Follow IPM practices 

as outlined by the UW-Madison Integrated 

Pest & Crop Management program for 

your specific crop. Visit 

https://ipcm.wisc.edu for more 

information. 

Pest Outbreaks 

If IPM insect pest thresholds are met, 

Cooperators must ask for permission from 

the DNR property manager to apply a 

reactive insecticide threatment. An 

amendment to the farming agreement will 

be required to document the contract 

change. Each request for emergency pest 

outbreak control will need approval. 
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